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20 CFR Ch. III (4–1–97 Edition)§ 416.220

ELIGIBILITY FOR INCREASED BENEFITS
BECAUSE OF ESSENTIAL PERSONS

§ 416.220 General.
If you are a qualified individual and

have an essential person you may be el-
igible for increased benefits. You may
be a qualified individual and have an
essential person only if you received
benefits under a State assistance plan
approved under title I, X, XIV, or XVI
(AABD) of the Act for December 1973.
Definitions and rules that apply to
qualified individuals and essential per-
sons are discussed in §§ 416.221 through
416.223.

§ 416.221 Who is a qualified individual.
You are a qualified individual if—
(a) You received aid or assistance for

the month of December 1973 under a
State plan approved under title I, X,
XIV, or XVI (AABD) of the Act;

(b) The State took into account the
needs of another person in deciding
your need for the State assistance for
December 1973;

(c) That other person was living in
your home in December 1973; and

(d) That other person was not eligible
for State assistance for December 1973.

§ 416.222 Who is an essential person.
(a) General rule. A person is an essen-

tial person if—
(1) That person has continuously

lived in the home of the same qualified
individual since December 1973;

(2) That person was not eligible for
State assistance for December 1973;

(3) That person was never eligible for
SSI benefits in his or her own right or
as an eligible spouse; and

(4) There are State records which
show that under a State plan in effect
for June 1973, the State took that per-
son’s needs into account in determin-
ing the qualified individual’s need for
State assistance for December 1973.

Any person who meets these require-
ments is an essential person. This
means that the qualified individual can
have more than one essential person.

(b) Absence of an essential person from
the home of a qualified individual. An es-
sential person may be temporarily ab-
sent from the house of a qualified indi-
vidual and still be an essential person.
For example, the essential person could

be hospitalized. We consider an absence
to temporary if—

(1) The essential person intends to re-
turn;

(2) The facts support this intention;
(3) It is likely that he or she will re-

turn; and
(4) The absence is not longer than 90

days.
(c) Absence of a qualified individual

from his or her home. You may be tem-
porarily absent from your home and
still have an essential person. For ex-
ample, you could be hospitalized. We
consider an absence to be temporary
if—

(1) You intend to return;
(2) The facts support your intention;
(3) It is likely that you will return;

and
(4) Your absence does not exceed six

months.
(d) Essential person becomes eligible for

SSI benefits. If an essential person be-
comes eligible for SSI benefits, he or
she will no longer be an essential per-
son beginning with the month that he
or she becomes eligible for the SSI ben-
efits.

§ 416.223 What happens if you are a
qualified individual.

(a) Increased SSI benefits. We may in-
crease the amount of your SSI benefits
if—

(1) You are a qualified individual; and
(2) You have one or more essential

persons in your home.

In subpart D, we explain how these in-
creased benefits are calculated.

(b) Income and resource limits. If you
are a qualified individual, we consider
the income and resources of an essen-
tial person in your home to be yours.
You are eligible for increased SSI bene-
fits if—

(1) Your resources which are counted
do not exceed the limit for SSI eligi-
bility purposes (see subpart L); and

(2) Your income which is counted for
SSI eligibility purposes (see subpart K)
does not exceed the sum of—

(i) The SSI Federal benefit rate (see
subpart D); and

(ii) The proper number of essential
person increments (for the value of an
essential person increment see subpart
D). One essential person increment is
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added to the SSI Federal benefit rate
for each essential person in your home.

(c) Excluding the income and resources
of an essential person. (1) While an es-
sential person increment increases
your SSI Federal benefit rate, that per-
son’s income which we consider to be
yours may actually result in a lower
monthly payment to you. We will dis-
cuss this with you and explain how an
essential person affects your benefit. If
you choose to do so, you may ask us in
writing to determine your eligibility
without your essential person or, if you
have more than one essential person,
without one or more of your essential
persons. We will then figure the
amount of your SSI benefits without
counting as your own income and re-
sources of the essential persons that
you specify and we will end the essen-
tial person increment for those essen-
tial persons. You should consider this
carefully because once you make the
request, you cannot withdraw it. We
will make the change beginning with
the month following the month that
you make the request.

(2) We will not include the income
and resources of the essential person if
the person’s income or resources would
cause you to lose your eligibility. The
loss of the essential person increment
will be permanent.

§ 416.250 Experimental, pilot, and dem-
onstration projects in the SSI pro-
gram.

(a) Authority and purpose. Section
1110(b) of the Act authorizes the Sec-
retary to develop and conduct experi-
mental, pilot, and demonstration
projects to promote the objectives or
improve the administration of the SSI
program. These projects will test the
advantages of altering certain require-
ments, conditions, or limitations for
recipients and test different adminis-
trative methods that apply to title XVI
applicants and recipients.

(b) Altering benefit requirements, limita-
tions or conditions. Notwithstanding
any other provision of this part, the
Secretary is authorized to waive any of
the requirements, limitations or condi-
tions established under title XVI of the
Act and impose additional require-
ments, limitations or conditions for
the purpose of conducting experi-

mental, pilot, or demonstration
projects. The projects will alter the
provisions that currently apply to ap-
plicants and recipients to test their ef-
fect on the program. If, as a result of
participation in a project under this
section, a project participant becomes
ineligible for Medicaid benefits, the
Secretary shall make arrangements to
extend Medicaid coverage to such par-
ticipant and shall reimburse the States
for any additional expenses incurred
due to such continued participation.

(c) Applicability and scope—(1) Partici-
pants and nonparticipants. If you are se-
lected to participate in an experi-
mental, pilot, or demonstration
project, we may temporarily set aside
one or more current requirements, lim-
itations or conditions of eligibility and
apply alternative provisions to you. We
may also modify current methods of
administering title XVI as part of a
project and apply alternative proce-
dures or policies to you. The alter-
native provisions or methods of admin-
istration used in the projects will not
substantially reduce your total income
or resources as a result of your partici-
pation or disadvantage you in compari-
son to current provisions, policies, or
procedures. If you are not selected to
participate in the experimental, or
pilot, or demonstration projects (or if
you are placed in a control group which
is not subject to the alternative re-
quirements, limitations, or conditions)
we will continue to apply the current
requirements, limitations or condi-
tions of eligibility to you.

(2) Alternative provisions or methods of
administration. The alternative require-
ments, limitations or conditions that
apply to you in an experimental, pilot,
or demonstration project may include
any of the factors needed for aged,
blind, or disabled persons to be eligible
for SSI benefits. Experiments that we
conduct will include, to the extent fea-
sible, applicants and recipients who are
under age 18 as well as adults and will
include projects to ascertain the fea-
sibility of treating drug addicts and al-
coholics.

(d) Selection of participants. Participa-
tion in the SSI project will be on a vol-
untary basis. The voluntary written
consent necessary in order to partici-
pate in any experimental, pilot, or
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